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Dunaff Coast LCA is characterized by its unique and varied coastline of unspoilt golden 

sandy beaches, deep pebble beaches, rocky coastal edge and sea cliffs.  The towns of 

Ballyliffin and Clonmany serve a wider rural agricultural area with a dispersed rural 

settlement pattern.  As well as agriculture and fishing, this is an area famed for tourism 

and recreation, having 2 championship links at Ballyliffin Golf Club, numerous hotels, 

guesthouses, caravan parks, and the popular tourist attractions of Doagh Famine Village 

and Glenevin waterfall to name a few.  There is a wealth of archaeological monuments 

within this LCA as well as surviving examples of historic field patterns and historic 

structures including the rundale field system and clachans. 

Landscape Character types 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• There is a diverse underlying geology within this LCA comprising of granite, schist 

and quartzite creating a variety of landforms, 

• Granite forms the low level agricultural plains of Dunaff, Leenan and Tullagh and high 

coastal granite hills shape the peat and moor covered headlands at Dunaff Head, 

Leenan Head and Tullagh Head.   

• Clonmany sits at the convergence of 2 rivers and 4 shallow valleys within a generally 

undulating and fertile agricultural landscape of schist bedrock.  

• Dune systems overlay a schist bedrock on the western half of Doagh Isle and 

Ballyliffin, including the 2 championship links courses at Ballyliffin Golf Club. 

• Quartzite forms the Urris Hills (and Mamore Gap) that rise within the south of this 

LCA. 

• There is an extensive coastline along this LCA comprising numerous bays and rocky 

headlands creating coves and the sandy beaches of Leenan, Tullagh Strand and 

Pollan Strand. 

 

Settlements 

• Ballyliffin: Coastal settlement located in 

close proximity to the coastal edge, and 

the white sandy ‘Pollan Strand’.  It is a 

traditional cross-road settlement and 

former railway town which has an 

important tourism role. Economic activity 

within the settlement is mainly associated 

with the Ballyliffin links golf course and 

the hospitality sector with a number of 

hotels providing a range of services for tourists and residents all year round.  

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 5, Trawbreaga Bay and Seascape Unit 6 Lough Swilly overlap within this LCA. 

 

Key characteristics uses: The western shore of this LCA forms part of the ‘mouth’ of Lough 

Swilly, a large inland glacial tidal fjord that seperates the Inishowen and Fanad peninsulas. The 

northern coastline is a deeply indented and undulating area with prominent rocky headlands, 

sand dune systems and sandy and stony beaches.  The large intertidal estuary of  Trawbreaga 

Bay sits between the isle of Doagh and the Malin Coast LCA. Primarily a rural agricultural 

landscape with clusters of development and significant coastal fishing. 

 

Coastal edge: The coast consists of cliffs and rocky outcrops intersected by shingle, sandy  

and stony beaches, silty mudflats and salt marshes around Trawbreaga Bay.  

 

Visibility: High degree of uninterupted views of the Atlantic Ocean, over Lough Swilly and 

accross other headlands and seascape units. 

 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Geological important landscape such as Knockalla Fault that runs through Inishowen, 

panoramic views at Mamore Gap, Maritme and defensive site at Lenan, , shipwrecks, rich 

archaological heritage including Saint Patrick’s High Cross, Carrickbracky Castle, clachans, rock 

art, Doagh Island Famine Village, old field layouts and old demense landscapes. 
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• Clonmany: An inland village centred on a 

small market square adjacent to the 

Clonmany River is a local service centre 

serving the rural hinterland.  Clonmany is 

also a foci for tourism during summer 

months with several local attractions and 

annual cultural and sporting events.  

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Rich archaeological heritage throughout this LCA with a number of Recorded 

Monuments. 

• Isle of Doagh has a nationally high concentration of late Neolithic and early Bronze 

Age rock art. 

• Carrickabraghy castle located on the coast of the Isle of Doagh is an iconic landmark 

structure visible from miles around.  It dates from the 16th century and there is 

evidence of earlier structures on this site, first mentioned in the Annals of the Four 

Masters. 

• Leenan Fort is an abandoned British army base encompassing most of Leenan Head, 

a jagged edged wide peninsula on the coast of Lough Swilly near the Atlantic. The 

fort was last used in the 1950s following transfer back into Irish control in 1946, and 

has become derelict and subsumed within the landscape to such an extent that it is 

barely discernable as a feature when viewed from nearby roads. 

• The Railway line travelled through this LCA and connected Buncrana with 

Carndonagh via Clonmany and Ballyliffin; the railway stations remain and are now 

used as domestic dwellings. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 3 RPS structures and 75 on the NIAH. 

• Vernacular dwellings and outbuildings within this LCA have characteristic thatched 

roofs with rounded eaves. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation highlights that Doagh Isle (Dumhaigh– sand 

banks or dunes) is one of the coastal areas that has been settled since Neolithic or 

early Bronze Age times, and rockart of the period is found on the local bedrock. The 

area has a complex farmed landscape of ladder farms and sinuous and irregular-

bounded small fields some of the latter may be of considerable antiquity. There are 

many stretches of sandy beach and tidal inlets which would have facilitated light 

fishing boats, such as curragh and support a considerable dispersed settlement. The 

western edge of the Dunaff coast continues into the mouth of Lough Swilly towards 

Leenan, a strategic harbour from medieval times and with historic contacts 

internationally, becoming a Treaty Port of the British following Irish independence.  

Dunaff Head formed part of a chain of strong points that have been refortified a 

number of times, latterly to defend the Treaty Port. It marks the entry point to Lough 

Swilly, is inter-visible with other strongpoints such as Fanad and Lenan Heads and 

was used for coastal navigation as well as defence. Leenankeel Townland is a 

surviving fragment of unenclosed common field (Rundale) and it has the remains of 

the clachan settlement with it. This has become an iconic landscape that was largely 

lost during the 19th century.  

Access and Recreation  

• R238 and a network of county roads provide access and penetration into this 

otherwise remote part of Inishowen. 

• Wild Atlantic Way courses along the coast of this LCA following the Regional, then 

county road networks. 

• Inishowen 100 route skirts around the coast of this LCA. 

• Ballyliffin Golf club contains 2 championship golf courses. 
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• An equestrian centre, local walking, cycling and surfing clubs. 

• Strong tourism and leisure industry focused on the landscape, seascape and their 

use, including hotels, guesthouses and mobile home and touring caravan parks. 

Biodiversity 

 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 2,578ha of Natura 2000 site (SAC & SPA) 

and 2585 pNHA. 

• Important biodiversity links through the area are created by the riverine corridors 

and network of hedgerows and trees that bound the patchwork of small to medium 

sized agricultural fields and roads. 

• Complex dune systems along the coast, the upland peat areas and the estuary at 

Trawbreaga Bay are all important areas of biodiversity. 

• Inland, hedges lanes and roadways tend to be bound by deciduous hedgerow and 

trees. 

Forces for change 

• Caravan parks. 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 

Ballyliffin and Clonmany. 

• Golf tourism 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Afforestation on higher ground within the west of the landscape unit.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

• Possible Irish Open and other championship golf tournaments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


